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from wills that have been judicially approved. As the work is not local, 
its value would perhaps have been increased by a fuller citation of authori- 
ties in support of the forms. In the text-book part of the work the annota- 
tions are very full and include cases for all the states, parallel citations 
being given to the National Reporter and other sets of cases. 

The principal part of the treatise is a careful and thorough treatment 
of the drafting, execution, probate and contest of wills; the legal propo- 
sitions being clearly stated and the text amply annotated to date. Intended 
as a general work, detailed treatment of all topics cannot be expected; thus 
the reader looked in vain for a discussion of the doctrine of dependent 
relative revocation. 

The collection of wills of noted people is of more interest than value; 
but the brief digest of the statute law of each state and of Great Britain 
and her colonies, and the treaties and covenants on wills between the 
United States and all foreign countries have considerable value for quick 
reference. 

The arrangement and topic grouping is good; and Mr. Thompson can- 
not be charged with having neglected his index. This very important part 
of law books is too frequently skimped, and its usefulness greatly diminished. 
For its full collection of forms, practical suggestions, and concise state- 
ments of fundamental principles, the work should prove useful to the 
profession. 

Charles L. Miller. 

The Law and Practice in Bankruptcy Under the National Bankruptcy 
Act of 1898. By William Miller Collier; Eleventh Edition by Frank 
B. Gilbert. Pp. CXXVI, 1671. Albany and New York: Matthew 
Bender & Co., Inc., 191 7. 

This edition of a well-known work on bankruptcy follows its prede- 
cessors in arrangement and method. It is, like most works of its kind, 
essentially practical, eschewing philosophic theory and scientific treatment, 
for it asserts that "the study of bankruptcy is a matter of statutory con- 
struction. The law must be considered, and applied and enforced as it 
appears enacted, not as general notions of equity may seem to indicate as 
proper." In the present edition an attempt has been made to bring the 
work up to date, and in part to rewrite and rearrange it. But the follow- 
ing instance shows the need for caution by the searcher for authority. On 
page 501 there is a discussion of the subject of the wife of the bankrupt 
as a witness. This is, word for word, a reprint of the text in the earlier 
editions. On the same page there is printed a footnote referring to the 
matter of Kessler, 35 A. B. R. 30; 225 Fed. 394. The note is written in 
such a way as to give the impression that it refers to some special rule 
applying only to the state of Pennsylvania, whereas, as a matter of fact, 
the decision attacks the right to call the wife of the bankrupt as a witness 
in all the states of the Union in which local law would prevent, and this 
interpretation is based upon the effect of the Act of Congress of June 29, 
1906, 34 Stat. 618, which amended section 858, R. S. U. S., page 162. The 
subject is of such far-reaching importance and is so inadequately presented 
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in this footnote that most practitioners using Collier, and actually reading 
the text and the note, would be left in ignorance of the real purport of this 
decision. Although text and notes cannot go extensively into all the prob- 
lems to which they refer, they should not be misleading. 

The publishers have reprinted from this edition the Bankruptcy Act of 
1898, together with the general orders and the official forms. It is some- 
what difficult to understand how this reprint can be of much service with- 
out the balance of the text to which it is virtually an appendix. 

That the publishers and editor have indicated a willingness to respond 
to criticism is shown by the table of cases on exemptions on pages 243 to 
250. In 63 U. Pa. L. Rev. 701, the present reviewer called attention to 
the shortcoming of the tenth edition in this particular topic, and it now 
appears that a very earnest effort has been made to meet the criticism which 
was then offered. 

David Werner Amram. 
Law School, 

University of Pennsylvania. 

A Treatise on the Power of Taxation, State and Federal in the United 
States. By Frederic N. Judson. Second Edition. Pp. XXX, 1144. St. 
Louis : The F. H. Thomas Law Book Company, 1917. 

This is a new and enlarged edition of Mr. Judson's standard work on 
Taxation, the first edition of which appeared in 1902. At once complete and 
thorough, this new edition continues to keep the place this work has as the 
standard treatise on the state and federal power of taxation. In an ap- 
pendix the author gives in skeleton form the salient provisions of the 
taxing systems of the several states. The volume is well indexed and ad- 
mirably annotated. 

Our states are sovereign in taxation subject to the restrictions of the 
Federal Constitution and the limitations growing out of our dual form of 
government. As the author points out in his preface the details of the 
state taxing systems are now so diverse, and so many are the cases involved 
in their construction and application, that all the accumulated case law on 
these systems could be included only in a publication of encyclopedic pro- 
portions. The author therefore limits his treatise to the limitations on the 
taxing power of the states and the federal government, so far as these 
limitations have been declared and expounded by the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Decisions of the state courts and inferior federal courts 
have been cited as implying or illustrating the fundamental limitation thus 
declared. By declaring what the state can not tax these decisions declare 
what it can tax. 

The subject matter covered includes the limitations upon state taxation 
growing out of the relations of the state and federal governments, the 
relation of the taxing power, state and federal, to the regulation of com- 
merce, the valuation of interstate properties for taxation, the taxation of 
national banks, the due process and equal protection clauses in their rela- 
tion to the taxing power, the taxing power of congress, and the enforcement 
of federal limitations on the state and federal taxing powers. 



